
EDITORIALS

In retrospect this use of federal dollars to bring
about an identified scientific or social purpose
seems to stem from experience with the Manhat-
tan Project during World War II. Here an enor-
mous number of federal dollars was poured into
a scientific project with a social (in this case mili-
tary) purpose with an enormous and very tangible
result. Now we seem to be trying for another Man-
hattan Project in health care delivery. The thing
that appears to be forgotten is that without the

basic scientific knowledge, a Manhattan Project
type of approach will not succeed. The idea that if
enough dollars are spent any assumption can be
made to work is simply fallacious. Yet this is what
we seem to be doing, and at the expense of federal
support of the basic research which is the true
well-spring of both scientific and social progress
in health care and in the quality of life. As Mason
says, this needs somehow to be brought to the
public consciousness.
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CORRECTION
In the case report "Cardiomegaly-A Possible Factor in Permanent Endocardial
Pacing," which appeared in the April 1975 issue of THE WESTERN JOURNAL OF
MEDICINE, the two photographs in Figure 2 (page 333) were exchanged inad-
vertently. They appear below as they should have been printed in the article.
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Figure 2.-(Case 2) Left, Decompensated cardiomegaly with transient exit block. Right, Compensated cardio-
megaly with capture.

THE WESTERN JOURNAL OF MEDICINE 503


